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dialectics, grammar, rhetoric, the art of poetry, domestic
economy, a very little politics, and ethics. Moreover the
child in these first six years will learn moderation, clean-
liness, veneration, obedience, truthfulness, justice, love,
with silence, patience, serviceableness, propriety, and re-
ligion. Comenms proposes to write a book for mothers,
and a picture book for the instruction of children. The
national school is to be a school of the mother tongue.
It is absurd to learn a foreign language bef<we you know
your own. This school will teach reading, writing, arith-
metic, measuring, singing, the Bible, history, and physical
geography, and, lastly, the principal handicrafts. The
course will be spread over six years, and be taught in six
classes. Books are to be written for each class, the
earlier containing the general principles, the later the
particulars. These books are to be called by fancy names:
the violet bed, the rose hedge, the grass plot The
school hours are to be four only, two before and two
after the midday meal; the morning hours are to be de-
voted to the understanding and memory, the afternoon to
the practice of the hand and voice. Nothing*new is to
be taught in the afternoon. The Latin school, the next
stage, is to consist of six classes, and to occupy the years
from twelve to eighteen. The classes are arranged in the
following order: (i) grammar; (2) physics; (3) mathe-
matics; (4) ethics; (5) dialectics; (6) rhetoric. The
sciences themselves are to be taught in the morning,
the history of them in the afternoon. The crown of the
whole system is the university, in which all sciences are
to be taught.
How striking and how powerful is the reform of
education here proposed ! How much more so must it
have been in the age of Comenius ! Many of his sug-
gestions have become commonplaces to ourselves, but

